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 Town of Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) 
Rotary Small Meeting Room, First Floor 

77 Main Street, Municipal Offices 
Minutes of June 1, 2017 
Approved on 6/15/2017 

 

 Members Present: Chris Robbins, Nancy Malcolm, Sarah Peluso, John Anderson, Steve Terry 

Members Absent: Barbara Saunders, Sam Ostrow 

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray, Victor Sinadinoski 

Others Present: None 

 
1. Call to Order:  Nancy called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm. 
 
2. Minutes 

On a motion by John, seconded by Sarah, the PC voted to approve the minutes of 5/18/17 as 
amended.  Motion passed 4-0, with 1 abstention (Steve). 

 
3. Zoning Regulation Updates 

Staff presented edits to Sections 835 and 724 of the zoning regulations. Section 835 concerns 
nonconforming structures and prohibits activities that increase the degree of noncompliance. 
It further states that an enlargement involving new construction within a setback is 
considered to be an action that increases the degree of noncompliance. Staff highlighted 
several instances where this would be a burden and unreasonable for applicants seeking to 
add onto their business or home. Staff proposed an edit that would allow for an applicant to 
seek a setback waiver in such instances. Section 724 says that an applicant can request a 
waiver from the setback requirements set forth in Sections 620, 710, 713, 715, 718, 721 and 
780 (I)(A). Absent from this list are the setback requirements set forth in Section 640, which 
concerns land abutting Route 7. Staff believed this was an oversight and proposed adding 640 
to the list of sections from which an applicant can seek a setback waiver. 
 
The PC briefly discussed the proposed changes and agreed that they foresaw no negative 
consequences in approving these changes. Steve moved to approve the changes to Sections 
724 and 835 as submitted by staff. Chris seconded the motion. The PC approved, 5-0. 
 

4. Recommendations to Infrastructure Committee on Capital Planning 
Jennifer said that during the meeting of the Infrastructure Committee that she and Nancy had 
attended, the committee was open to receiving the Planning Commission’s input for capital 
planning projects for consideration in the annual capital budget process. The PC discussed 
their top concerns and created a list to send to the Infrastructure Committee, which included: 
water line repairs (especially on Exchange Street); several dangerous intersections; septic in 
East Middlebury; a town transportation plan; sidewalk study; electric charging stations;and, 
the establishment of a fund to acquire parcels in order to preserve key properties; an 
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internet/broadband inventory and gap analysis; re-evaluation of highway and road standards; 
funding of the urban forestry program; and recreation upgrades, such as a turf field. 
   

5. Staff Update 
Jennifer updated the PC on the ACTR bus stop relocation project. The Selectboard agreed to 
create more public input in the process. Staff and ACTR have about 5 weeks to develop 3 
alternatives to present to the public and recommend a final altter.  
 

6. Adjournment:    
The meeting adjourned at 1:45 pm. 

 
Submitted by:  Victor Sinadinoski 


